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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017, 3:00 p.m. MT 

** PUBLIC WORKS HEADQUARTERS** 

Meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Bernie Babcock, Public Works Committee Chairman. 

Committee members present included Mr. Bernie Babcock, Mr. Riley Hill, Mr. Scott Wilson, and Pat Woodcock 
( one vacant position). 

Others present included Betsy Roberts, Suzanne Mulvany, and Dan Shepard. 

The press was notified. This meeting was recorded (the tape is available at the Public Works Headquarters); the 
minutes are on file at City Hall and on the city's website at www.ontariooregon.org. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES - AUGUST 81 2017 
RESOLUTION, ACTION &/OR MOTION: 

The motion was made by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Hill to adopt the minutes of the previous meeting, 
August 81 2017: Motion passed unanimously. 

Eastside Tree Project: 
o Argus news article 9/10/17:

UPDATES BETSY 

"ONTARIO - CH2M and the City of Ontario have joined forces with Meadow Outdoor Advertising to beautify the landscaping in the
planters along East Idaho Avenue. In the next two weeks, CH2M will begin applying herbicide on the ground cover, cutting down
trees and grinding stumps along East Idaho Avenue, west of the freeway. Between East Lane and the Snake River Bridge, CH2M will
do the same tree and ground cover removal along the planter strip in front of the Ontario Commercial Center. In all, 76 trees will be
removed in this first phase of the project.

Meadow Outdoor has hired a landscaper to plant back 25 street friendly trees - Chanticleer Pear and Crimson Spire Oak - along
East Idaho Avenue. CH2M will install tree grates, concrete collars for the grates, a new drip irrigation system, filter fabric and
decorative rock in all landscape planter beds.

Meadow Outdoor will continue to maintain the East Idaho planter beds on the west side of the freeway by contract with the City of
Ontario. Previously, Meadow Outdoor Advertising replaced the trees in front of China Buffet and Carl's Jr in 2013 and will continue
to maintain these trees as well. Maintenance includes all tree trimming, fertilizer and replacement of dead or diseased trees.

Every year, CH2M will replant another section with street friendly trees until all landscape planters are Finished."

Total area for 20 
trees is 320 SF 
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o
o

Approximately a 6-week process.
Meadow Outdoor is doing the section near the Pilot Truck Stop [aboveJ, and will be putting in 25 new trees. The
old dead ones are to be replaced with new ones and they will be spaced out a bit wider.
The section closer to the river (below) will be replaced with 10 new trees by CH2M.

- 20t7 Sewer/Water System Improvements:
o Annual project - bid opening was scheduled after the PWC meeting last month. No bids came in.

. Project was -$250,000.
' There were 10-12 groups thatrequested bid packets and 2 picked up plans.

' By law we could go out and start negotiating - not a good idea, too late in the season.
. Going forward the City Council agreed to the recommendation to have Keller add this to the future - Project to

total -$650,000.

DrscussroN BETSY

- Driveway Standards:
o RH - They are all over the place.

o
o

. Standard is a 7-ft. cutback where previously they were 5-ft. The State comes in asks for a waiver and the City
gives it to them every time.

' They don't meet the standards that the City has laid out.
. We should do something different.
DS - Currently have two standards (handout).

' 1. Option E (attached) - is the standard we use.
. 2. Alternative Option M Satmcnedl - was used on N. Oregon Project.
Years ago, was asked if we could use this as an alternative for everyone. But was told to "Not" to use it for anything
other than commercial use.
BB - How does this relate to ADA?
DS - ADA is the reason we have these.
. Wheelchairs when hitting the transition could easily tip over in the second Option M.
RH - Would like to see more flexibility.
DS - It is a problem but not sure what the answer is.

o
o

RrsoluuoN, AcrroN &/oR MorroN:
Dan to bring back additional information to the next committee meeting.

Co rrllts rrs / o ur:srto I't-s

- SRCI:
o RH - Where are we at with SRCI?

o BR - The council approved up-to a one year extension with the intent of trying to move through that as quickly as

possible.
. The NPDES Permit is in its final stages, So, should know the impacts of that and have a clear understanding of

what that will look like and mean to the City.

' Completing the look at the SRCI Lift Station and what the best approach is to nTake sure we don't have any kind
of a spill. That will be another element to get tied into the negotiation.

o BB - Did they accept or assume some responsibility?
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AB - They have iterated that the issues are where they are going to get the money.
, They have picked up their pace on meeting with us.
BR - My impression is that Larry Sullivan, City Attorney felt like it is clear in the contract that SRCI or DOJ paid for
everything, and then the City took it on as "We will now maintain it"; the responsibility's clearly set up.

$B Charge relatingto Streets:
o RH - To my knowledge, the $B charge that went in the Water/Sewer bill that relates to Streets never came before

this committee.
o AB/BR - Correct, that went through the budget committee.
o RH - How does that happen? Because ordinance is pretty clear that anything that relates to the public works has to

come thru here.
o AB - Asked Larry Sullivan & said he didn't think it needed to.
o BR - Timing? They brought it up in the budget and then there was the hearing. Didn't have time to have a public

works meeting in between.
o BB - The exactpurpose ofthe $B fee?
o AB - Basically North Oregon, 2,d and 4tr would not have been chip sealed without it.
o RH - Not opposing it but there is a process. That is our job.
o SW - Can call for special meetings.

SCADA System Failure:
o BR - We have a very old SCADA system on the wastewater side, a very old computer system and it did fail.

. Couldn't even tell that it had failed, so if there would have been an alarm we wouldn't have been aware of it.

. This is a failure and an item of concern. We are currently using our backup piece of equipment for our
computer system.

r We need to talk to the council.
o We have not budgeted anything for SCADA this year.
r The system is all out in the collection systems 0ift stations, etc.J; it's not one that's going to be impacted by

our NPDES. So, improvements there would not to be lost if we have changes in our treatment system.
o We need do something & quickly.
o The data from the SCADA system is also required for NPDES; our permits require constant flow

monitoring, chemicals, etc.
o In the budget, we have $270,000 for a facility plan that will not happen this year. So, we do have money

that we could shift here. - To be proposed to the council.

Aotounru
The motion was made b}r Mr. Wilson. seconded by Mr. Hill to Adiourn: Motion passed unanimously.
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Driveway Standards - Option
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Driveway 's - Option M
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